Canadian Patents Database by Salmon, Marcia
Price
Patent documents accessed through the Canadian Patents Database 
are freely available for public viewing. However, the Canadian Intel-
lectual Property Office (CIPO) requires the payment of fees to obtain 
and maintain a patent. The patent maintenance fees, charged only on 
patents issued after October 1, 1989, are used to protect intellectual 
property rights. 
Product Description
The Canadian Patents Database <http://patents.ic.gc.ca/cipo/cpd/wel-
come.html> is produced and maintained by the Canadian Intellectual 
Property Office (CIPO). The Canadian Intellectual Property Office 
(CIPO) is an agency associated with Industry Canada, a Canadian 
federal government department, which is responsible for the manage-
ment, administration, and processing of intellectual property regis-
tered in Canada.
This database is an interactive site that allows users to search for Ca-
nadian patent information from as far back as 1869 to the present. 
There are more than 1,900,000 patents available in this database, 
however it does not provide full legal status of patents and some in-
formation may be missing; therefore the database should be searched 
for informational purposes only.
Library and Archives Canada also offers a patent database, Canadian 
Patents, 1869–1894 <http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/databases/
patents/>, which contains full patents registered in Canada by Cana-
dian citizens or permanent residents from 1869–1894. Canadian pat-
ents granted to non-Canadian citizens or residents are not included in 
this database. Patents from 1895–1919 will be added to this database 
in the future. This database is for historical and archival purposes and 
is part of the Library and Archives Canada virtual exhibit “Made in 
Canada—Patents of Invention and the Story of Canadian Innovation,” 
which examines the history of patents and Canadian inventions.
Critical Evaluation
CONTENT
The Canadian Patents Database contains textual patent information 
including abstracts and claims from 1978 to the present. It also con-
tains patent images from 1920 to the present and bibliographic patent 
information from 1869 to the present. The content of the Canadian 
Patents Database is not consistently updated. Patents filed directly 
with the Canadian Intellectual Property Office (CIPO) are available in 
the database within one week of the “open to public inspection date.” 
Patent Cooperation Treaty applications are available in the database 
between five to nine weeks after the national entry date and old patent 
information is usually updated within two to four weeks. Since not all 
patent information is filed at the same time there may be missing in-
formation and images.
The content and coverage of the Canadian Patents Database is con-
sistent with that of other patent databases, such as the United States 
of America. The United States Patent Database is updated on a week-
ly basis and includes full text and images from January 1976 to the 
present and bibliographic patent information from 1790 to December 
1975. Patent applications from March 2001 to the present are also 
searchable in the United States Patent Database. 
Canadian patent applications may be filed in either French or English. 
Most patents have parallel titles in both French and English, although 
the titles from 1960–1978 have titles only in the language of filing. 
This will affect the access to patent information filed from 1960 to 
1978, since it is searchable in only one of the official languages.
There are six parts to the patent document image: cover page, ab-
stract, claims, drawings, description, and representative drawings. 
The cover page is produced by the Canadian Intellectual Property Of-
fice (CIPO). It contains bibliographic information about the patent. 
Some of the more recent patents documents include an abstract and 
representative drawing in addition to the bibliographic information 
on the cover page. The abstracts are only available for patents issued 
after 1975. Abstracts describe the inventions, while the claims sec-
tion describes original aspects of the item that is being patented. The 
drawing section (optional) is a set of diagrams that represent the in-
vention. The description section is a detailed explanation of the inven-
tion. The representative drawing section is a single visual image of 
the invention. Representative drawings are available only for patents 
filed after October 1989. The Canadian Patent Classification system 
is used for patents registered before October 1989 and the Interna-
tional Patent Classification system is used after October 1989.
The Canadian Patent database is for general informational use and the 
content meets this intended purpose. For more detailed information it 
is recommended that patent documents be obtained from the Cana-
dian Intellectual Property Office (CIPO).
SEARCHABILITY
The database can be searched by the patent application filing number 
(PCT filing number), by the patent classification number or by key-
words searched in the following fields: inventor, inventor’s country, 
owner, owner’s country, title, abstract and claim. The search may be 
limited by the availability of licence. A licence allows for the sale or 
licensing the rights to the patent.
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The Canadian Patents Database of-
fers four search options: basic, num-
ber, Boolean and advanced. The basic 
search uses natural language search-
ing to find specific words or phrases 
in any field. Various search language 
may be used in the basic search func-
tion such as Boolean operators, trun-
cation, and proximity operators. The 
basic search function is displayed in 
Figure 1.
The number search is used to find a 
particular patent by the patent docu-
ment number (see Figure 2). The pat-
ent document number is a unique 
8-digit number that identifies individ-
ual patents. 
Two separate display options  are 
available for viewing the results of the 
number search: document details and 
administrative status, shown in Fig-
ures 3 and 4, respectively. Document 
details include information about the 
patent such as title, abstract, claims, 
inventor, and owner. Administrative 
status shows the administrative status 
and payment history of the patent. All 
the fields in both the document details 
and administrative status view are hy-
perlinked to descriptions of the fields.
The Boolean search is used to find 
keywords in up to three different fields 
connected by the Boolean logic oper-
ators (AND, OR). This search may be 
limited by the availability of a licence, 
by the patent application filing num-
ber (PCT filing number) or by date. 
Several different types of date may be 
used to limit the Boolean search: is-
sue date, filing date, “open to public 
inspection” date, priority date, and na-
tional entry date. Figure 5 illustrates 
the Boolean search screen.
The advanced search uses natural lan-
guage searching to find specific words 
FIGURE 1 The Basic Search of 
the Canadian Patents Database
FIGURE 2 The Number Search
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or phrases in any of the searchable fields. 
Various search language may be used in the 
advanced search function such as Boolean 
operators, truncation, and proximity op-
erators. The advanced search may be lim-
ited by availability of a license, by the pat-
ent application filing number (PCT filing 
number), by language, or by date. Figure 6 
shows the advanced search. 
SEARCH RESULTS
The Canadian Patents Database has exten-
sive search capabilities. It gives users sev-
eral different options for accessing infor-
mation. It is very intuitive to use for users 
who have a basic understanding of patents 
and the patent process. For the novice pat-
ent searcher, there are very well written 
Help menus that describe each of the fields 
in detail and describe how to use search 
language. The search engine is very reliable 
and offers consistent and reliable results. 
For example a basic search using the key-
words “cup holder” offers a list of results 
that are ranked using a relevancy ranking 
system. This example is illustrated in Fig-
ure 7. However, the algorithm for this rele-
vancy ranking process is not given. The de-
fault results display list is 50 items, but this 
may be increased to 500 items.
Conclusion
The Canadian Patents Database was cre-
ated to provide patent information for the 
general public. Search options are suitable 
for both novice and advanced users. The 
administrative status and document details 
of the patents provide users with a variety 
of information.
Contract Provisions
The Canadian Patents Database allows us-
ers to freely access patent documents for 
information purposes only. There may be 
missing information in the database. Down-
FIGURE 4 The Administrative Status 
Display from Number Search
FIGURE 3 The Document Details 
Display from Number Search
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loading patent information from this database is limited to 300 pages. 
Some patent holders are willing to sell or lease the rights to their in-
vention and this information is contained in the patent document. The 
Canadian Intellectual Property Office (CIPO) should be contacted if 
the patent information will be used for legal purposes or if more than 
300 pages need to be downloaded.
Authentication
Since this database is freely available authentication is not necessary.
Updates and New information
Updates and new features of the database are stated on the Canadian 
Patents Database Web site. Notices of upgrades to the database are 
also available on the Web site.
Contact information
Canadian Intellectual Property Office
Place du Portage I
50 Victoria St., Room C-229
Gatineau, Quebec K1A 0C9
Phone: (866)997-1936
E-mail: <cipo.contact@ic.gc.ca>
URL: <http://www.cipo.gc.ca>
FIGURE 5 The Boolean Search of the Canadian Patents 
Database
FIGURE 6 The Advanced Search of the Canadian Patents 
Database
FIGURE 7 The Example of the Basic Search for the Keywords 
“Cup Holder”
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United States Patent and Trademark Office. “Search U.S. patents.” 
United States Patent and Trademark Office. 1990s. <http://patft.
uspto.gov/>.
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Canadian Patents Database Review Scores Composite: HHHH
The maximum number of stars in each category is 5
Content: HHH 1/2
This database contains patent document details and administrative status; however, the content in this database is not com-
plete and there is inconsistency as to the completeness of the patent information depending on the date or type of patent ap-
plication.
Searchability: HHHH 1/2
Search features are extensive, reliable, and intuitive. The database offers four different search options. The Help section de-
scribes each field and offers instruction on using search language. Search results use a relevancy ranking; however, the algo-
rithm for this ranking process is not given.
Price: N/a
Accessing information in this database is free, but fees are charged for obtaining and maintaining patents.
Contract Provisions: N/a
Access is freely available for information purposes. Downloading is limited to 300 pages.
